1996: Thanks to solid planning and austerity
measures, OC exits bankruptcy after only 18
months.

July 2, 1999: El Toro Marine Corps Air
Station, commissioned in 1943, is officially
closed. In March 2002, voters approve rezon-
ing the base for the OC Great Park.

2000: OC’s population is 2,846,289
Oct. 27, 2002: The Angels win the World

Series, a first for the team.

Aug. 5, 2003: The TV show “The OC”

debuts on Fox.

May 1, 2006: Disneyland hosts its 2-billionth
visitor.
June 10, 2008: OC’s first female Sheriff, San-

dra Hutchens, 1s appointed by the Board of
Supervisors.

2010: Orange County’s population is
3,010,232.—more than quadruple what it had
been in 1960 at 703,000.

2014: The County of Orange celebrates 125

years of history and service.

County of Orange

County Executive Office
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Celebrating 125 Years
of History and Service

1889 — 2014

2014 Board of Supervisors

First District: JANET NGUYEN
Second District: JOHN M.W. MOORLACH
Third District: TODD SPITZER
Fourth District: SHAWN NELSON
Fifth District: PATRICIA BATES

On August 1, 2014, Orange County celebrates
its Quasquicentennial. In 125 years, the County
of Orange has experienced more remarkable
progress, challenges and change than in all of the
region’s previous eras combined. Join us on a
trip through time to share some of the highlights:

June 4, 1889: After two decades of lobbying the
state, locals vote to separate from Los Angeles
County, whose unresponsive county seat was
seven hours distant on rutted dirt roads. We had
13,589 residents then; the vote was 2,505 for the
new County and 499 against.

Aug. 1, 1889: The County of Orange becomes
official. The names Anaheim County and Santa
Ana County were considered but Orange Coun-
ty had been the leading contender since 1871—
four years before oranges were even grown com-
mercially here. Civic leaders picked Orange be-
cause oranges were representative of our Medi-
terranean climate.

Aug. 5, 1889: The first Orange County Board of
Supervisors meeting is held in a sweltering room
above a shop at 4" and Sycamore Streets. The
five new supervisors, led by Santa Ana founder
‘W.H. Spurgeon, discussed renting county offic-
es, named a Justice of the Peace, nominated a
Board of Education and chose the county seal—
which featured an orange, after rejecting Ana-
heim winemakers’ plea for grapes.

Aug. 29, 1899: K.E. Watson buys the Orange

Drug Store, which still bears the Watson name.

Sept. 10, 1889: Santa Ana High School opens. It
was the county’s first high school.

1895: County gets its first real jailhouse. Previ-
ously, a shed and rented basement were used.

1896: Lima bean farming begins on the Irvine
Ranch. By the 1940s, the Irvine Co. was the
world’s largest producer of lima beans.

1896: Oil is discovered in Olinda, now part of
Brea. The first well 1s still producing today.

Oct. 11, 1897: The Irvine Company gives the
land now known as Irvine Park to the county.
Initially named Orange County Park, it was the
only county park for decades.

1900: The 20" Century begins with a county
population of 19,696. That same year, Swedish
immigrant Carl Segerstrom moves to OC and
begins growing lima beans.
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Oct. 1, 1901: The Orange County Courthouse
opens. It 1s still standing, at 211 W. Santa Ana
Blvd, Santa Ana, the oldest courthouse
building in Southern California.

1902: Santa Ana Valley Hospital opens, the
first hospital in OC.

June 17. 1904: Pacific Electric trolley connects
Huntington Beach to Long Beach, the first of
several PE lines linking OC to LA.

1905: The Santa Ana Register (today’s OC
Registen) begins publication.

1905: The Balboa Pavilion 1s built, and built

pretty well, since 1t 1s still standing today.

1906: OC gets its first movie theater, the
Electric Theater, on Santa Ana’s 4" St.

Aug. 15, 1907: The Southern Pacific Railroad
completes the Orange County Loop Line,
connecting Santa Ana, Anaheim, Newport
Beach, Huntington Beach and Stanton.



Aug. 1, 1909: OC’s aviation history begins when
Glenn Martin flies an airplane—made with silk
and bamboo— for 12 seconds over a pasture. The
company he subsequently founded grew into
Lockheed-Martin.

1910: James McFadden and his brothers sell
Newport, Lido and Balboa islands for a combined
price of $35,000.

1911: James Irvine builds a sugar processing plant
at Dyer Road in Santa Ana. Sugar beets were
OC’s top cash crop then, doing $5 million a year
to citrus farming’s $2.7 million.

May 10, 1912: Glenn Martin sets a record for
over-water flight, piloting his seaplane from
Newport Harbor to Catalina.

1913: A total of 3,700 automobiles are registered
m OC.

Jan 9, 1913: Future US President Richard M.

Nixon 1s born in Yorba Linda.

June 20, 1914: The cornerstone is laid for a new
concrete Huntington Beach Pier. Hawaii-born
surfer George Freeth introduces the sport to OC.

Jan 19, 1916: The Santa Ana River changes
course during a storm, draining direct to the sea
mstead of via Newport Bay.

1917: OC, which had no paved roads in 1889,

boasts 168 miles of paved roadway.

May 24, 1920: Oil discovered in Huntington

Beach, joining a boom underway in Brea.

1921: The OC Health Department 1s established,
with a staff of two.

1926: La Habra postman Rudolf Hass grows the
first Hass avocado tree, from which all subsequent
Hass trees came. Hass avocados now account for
80 % of the avocado market.

Oct. 9, 1926: Movie stars Mary Pickford and
Douglas Fairbanks participate in the grand
opening of the stretch of Pacific Coast Highway
between Huntington and Newport.

Feb., 1931: Nobel-winning physicist Albert A.
Michelson begins conducting experiments on the
Irvine Ranch to determine the speed of light, using
a mile-long steel tube.

Aug. 13, 1932: Laguna Beach holds its inaugural
Festival of the Arts.

March 10, 1933: The Long Beach Earthquake
kills 12 in OC and causes severe damage to
structures In several county cities.

May 26, 1986: Via telegraph, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt officially reopens Newport
Harbor. It had been dredged the previous year.

March 8, 1938: The Santa Ana River floods more
than 68,000 acres of OC, leaving 58 people dead.

1939: The small Martin Field airport is bought by
the county, and renamed Orange County Airport.

1940: Walter Knott begins building his ghost town,
to join his berry stand & chicken dinner restaurant.

Feb 17, 1943: The Marine Corps Air Station El
Toro and US Navy “lighter-than-air” blimp station
join the county landscape.

Jan. 16, 1945: Carl Karcher and his wife Margaret
open Carl’s Drive-In Barbecue in Anaheim, which
grew into the Carl’s Jr. chain.

Dec. 18, 1946: School segregation in OC is ruled
unconstitutional in Mendez v. Westminster,
influencing 1954’s Brown vs Board of Education,
which struck down segregation nationally.

Oct., 1950: Fullerton’s Leo Fender manufactures
the Esquire, the first successful solid-body electric
guitar, the instrument that will dominate the next

six decades of popular music.

June, 1953: OC hosts the Boy Scout Jamboree,
bringing 50,000 scouts to 3,000 acres of the Irvine
Ranch. Jamboree Road is named after the event.

1954: The I-5 Santa Ana Freeway opens.

July 17, 1955: Disneyland opens to invited guests
and a TV broadcast crew.

Sept. 22 1957: Orange County State College, cur-
rently Cal State University, Fullerton, is founded.

July 1, 1961: Guitarist Dick Dale begins playing
“surfer stomp” dances at Newport’s Rendezvous
Ballroom, ushering in the surf music craze.

Sept. 30, 1963: OC’s population hits 1 million.

April 9, 1964: The California Angels announce
their move to Anaheim, slated for 1966 in the new
$50 million Angel Stadium.

June 20, 1964: President Lyndon B. Johnson

speaks at the UC Irvine dedication ceremony.

Dec., 1964: OC’s Righteous Brothers release
“You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feelin’.” It was the first
No. 1 record for an OC act.

Feb. 15, 1967: South Coast Plaza opens.

May 6, 1967: Orange County Airport gets its
first “modern” terminal, measuring 22,000
square feet. Gov. Ronald Reagan attends the
opening. Despite the airport’s diminutive size,
by 1969 it is the 4" busiest airport in the US.

Aug. 9, 1974: President Richard Nixon retires
to his San Clemente home. 8,000 supporters
greet his arrival at El Toro MCAS.

1975: 50,000 Vietnamese refugees are
processed at El Toro Marine Corps Air Station.
OC becomes home to the largest Vietnamese
population outside of Vietnam.

1967: The Anaheim Convention Center opens.

June 11, 1979: Longtime Newport Beach
resident and actor John Wayne dies of cancer.
Soon after, the OC Airport is renamed for him.

Sept. 29, 1986: The Orange County Performing
Arts Center (now Segerstrom Center for the
Arts) opens.

1990: OC’s population is 2,410,556.
Oct. 8, 19938: The Mighty Ducks play their first

game at the new Pond of Anaheim arena.

April 27, 1994: Former President Richard M.
Nixon is buried at his Yorba Linda birthplace.
Presidents Clinton, Carter, Reagan, Bush and
Ford attend.

Dec. 6, 1994: The County of Orange files for
Chapter 9 bankruptcy, at the time the largest
municipal bankruptcy in history.
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